Effects of exercise and standing on atrial parasystole: prolongation and shortening of the parasystolic cycle length.
In recently reported cases of ventricular parasystole, it was shown that after exercise the parasystolic cycle length is prolonged, in contrast to a shortening of the sinus cycle length, whereas during standing the parasystolic cycle length and the sinus cycle length both shortened. In this report, to explore whether the same features as occur in ventricular parasystole are seen in atrial parasystole, effects of exercise and standing on the parasystolic cycle length were investigated in two men with atrial parasystole. The atrial parasystolic cycle length was prolonged after exercise, whereas it shortened during standing, similar to what occurs in ventricular parasystole. This is the first report to show such changes of cycle length in atrial parasystole. These findings suggest that in atrial parasystole, as in ventricular parasystole, influences on the parasystolic cycle length do not always act in the same direction as those on sinus cycle length.